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1, Usti mad Labem has two railrcad stations in the southern part of the town, located
nearly opposite each other on the east and the west bank of the Elbe River. The
station on the west bank serves both freight and passenger traffic, but the yards
on the sast bank are used exclusively for freight. The station building on the
west bank, severely damaged during the war, is being rebuilt and is nearing

. eompletion, ‘ ;

2, On the west bank of the river about 500 yards north of the passenger station thers
1s a rocky hill, An opening at the foot of this hill which was used as an air raid
shelter during World War I1. 1s now closed by a wooden door. During the war, the
Germans started the construction of two tunmels into the hill near the river and of
the railroad lines running north. Werk on these turnels was resumed in 1952 and
was still going on in July 1953 on a 24~hour day basis, Heavy detonations were
heard in the city three or four times each day. '

3. Two concrete pillars were being built in June 1953 near the old railroad bridge in
preparation for the construction of a new bridge. .

4. The new main post office (No., 21 on the annexed sketch), located a few blocks from
the police headguarters in Fucik Street, was completed in the. middle of 1953, There
are four other post office branchesiin the city, one (No. 23 on the sketch) located
opposits the railroad passenger atation and connected with it by an overhead passags,
used for moving mail and parcels betwsen the statiop and the post office, Entrance
to the post office from the statlon by this passage is open to the publiec. The
upper floor of this post offlce 1s occupied by part of the railroad management. It
was said that on completion of the new main post of fice on Fucik Street all offices
opposite the station would be teken over by the railroad. Befors the completion of
the new main post office, telegrams could be gent only from three branches: at the
corner of Tovarni and Fucik Streeta (formerly the main post office), opposite the
rallroad station, and in Strekov,
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he automatic telephone exchangs of the city has been installed in the new building
of ‘Egg_p&:[.g post office and 1s due to start operation in August 1953, The gradusl
alteration of subscriber lines to the automatic system is to be completed within a
;g{g mopths, ILong distance phone calls may be made from three post offices, The
forger main post office at the corner of Tovarni and Fucik Streets is open to the
public on Sunday mornings. There are three kinds of trunk calls: Ordinary, Trgent
(?;}go), and Tmmediste (Bleskove), An ordinary trunk call from Usti to Prague 1s
put through within 40 to 60 mimites in the mornings and evenings, and within twe

to thres hours during the day.

The Security Police and the police departments dealing with registration, reaidence
go;m;l_tg, etc., are located in a two-or-three-story building in Hradebni Street (ﬂg,
19 on the sketch). An armed policewoman sits at the reception desk inside the
antrance gate, and a person calling on business is escorted from the reception desk
t0 the appropriate official, At the conclusion of the interview he is again
ggompanied from the office to the gate, An unknown number of police statiens
(Obyodni Stanice Narodni Bezpecnosti), in chargs of two or three stresis, are gpen
to the public twice weekly for several hours. They carry out field investigationa
on behalf of police headquarters, to whom they report all incidents or suspicions
moves occurring in their districts., Some police offices have moved to the wpper
floor of the former Czechoslovak Naticnal Bank Building {No. 25 on the sketch),

The Trade Union Offices (URO) are located on the second floor of a five-or-six-story
building on Revolucni Street (No, 26 on the sketch), A large URO canteen occupies
plmost the whole of the first floor and is frequented, mostly for lunch, by empleyses
of nearby shops and enterprises, clerks, laborers, etc, The upper three or four
floors of this building contain the private apartments of trade union, party, snd
high government officials,

Visitors to Usti usually stay at the Palace Hotel (No, 29 on the sketch), a four-
stery building in the vieinity of the railroad staticn, Another hotel is the \
8lavia, located in Strekov, the eastern part of the town, Persons arriving at Usti
for permanent residence do not stay at a hotel for more than a fsw days, Ococupants
of large flats must sublet rooms according to the new housing regulations, Under
these regulations, families are entitled to one rocm each for every member over 10
sars of age and to half a room for each child under 10, in addition to a kitchen,
e Houysing Bureau (Bytovy Urad) accordingly directs new permanent arrivals to
large flats occupied by small families, who have no choissbut to make room for them,

Strestoars are the only public transportation, Four or five taxicabs stationed at
the railrcad station are used almost exclusively by visitors. They are hired by
lecal residents only in an emsrgency or on excepticnal occasions. A comparatively
large number of privately owned cars ars in use, though new cars are only rarely
uroehased for fear of arousing susplcion as toc one's ce of

Four or five trains run daily between Ustl and Prague. Bus connectlon with Prague
1s made three times daily, lesving Usti bus station (No. 32 on the sketch) at 5 or
6 s.m,, 1p.m, and 4230 p.m, On the Usti-Pragus highway, buses and private cars
are stopped at Terezin and the 1dé\;tity of travelers is checked by army personnel,
though cars and buses are not searched and no perscnal ssarches are made, Buses
alse run daily to Decin and Hrensko on the East German border, Travel to the East
German and Polish border region, which is & very popular excursion area and widely
frequented by vectioners, is umrestristed. Bus ticketa are bought either at the
Oedok national bureau on Peace Squars (Mirove Namesti — No, 12 on the sketoh) or on
the bus before ita departure, no identification or permit being required. There
also is direct bus servics to Ostrov and Tisa on the Polish border, the buses leaving
Ustl twice daily.

Paspenger steamers to Hrensko on the East German border are widely used by vaoationers,
though traffic on the labe River is restricted because of the river's shallowness in
the summer months, Tickets are available at the Cedok office and on the steamer,
Travel by steamer 1s free of any restrictions, and thers are no identity checks.
Steamers to Pragus leave only sporadically becasuse of the poor navigabllity of the
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“piver, An inocrease in the number of freight-carrying river boate is observed in the
winter months; some of them come directly from Hamburg,
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USTI NAD IABEM
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"Sokol" Cafe and restaurant
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Railroad bridge

Conorete pillars of new bridge under construction
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